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The Irish local government system has changed
considerably in recent years
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Local Government Fund (LGF) — a central fund which finances part of the expenditure of local
authorities. In 2016, this totaled €1.8 billion, and comes from three sources:

- Local property tax revenues (~25%)
- Motor tax revenues (~60%)
- Payments from the Exchequer (~15%)

Charges for goods and services — Councils can receive payment for the services which they
provide, such as housing rents, waste charges, parking charges, planning application fees. In
the majority of cases, the fee is set locally although some may be fixed at national level.

Specific state grants — these are paid to councils by various government departments in
respect of particular services and schemes, such as housing and road maintenance.

Rates — Councils are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on properties in their authority
area which are used for commercial purposes.

Making the budget is a reserved function
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