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“This Plan provided an overarching 
framework on biodiversity, not only 
for the biodiversity-related 
conventions, but for the entire 
United Nations system and all other 
partners engaged in biodiversity 
management and policy 
development.”

Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and the 
Aichi Targets





“Humanity stands at a crossroads with 
regard to the legacy it leaves to future 
generations. Biodiversity is declining at 
an unprecedented rate, and the 
pressures driving this decline are 
intensifying. None of the Aichi 
Biodiversity Targets will be fully met, in 
turn threatening the achievement of 
the Sustainable Development Goals and 
undermining efforts to address climate 
change.”

Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity 
(2020) Global Biodiversity Outlook 5. Montreal.



Habitats and species afforded protection under EU Habitats Directive



Species protected under the EU Habitats Directive



Habitats protected under the EU Habitats Directive

“I am deeply 
concerned by the 
ongoing biodiversity 
losses being 
reported at a 
national and global 
level. The living 
fabric on which we 
all depend is being 
eroded. It is time for 
us all to step up to 
enable the 
transformative 
change required to 
reverse these 
trends.”

Josepha Madigan, Minster 
for Culture, Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht



Tracking biodiversity trends

1. Tacking how the 
range of species is 
changing over time

2. Tracking how the 
populations of species 
are changing over time



Distribution pre 2015 Distribution 2015 - 2021

Decline of the Wall (Lasiommata megera) in Ireland

Source: National Biodiversity Data Centre



Great Yellow Bumblebee (Bombus distinguendus)
Source: National Biodiversity Data Centre



Conservation assessments (Red Lists)

Source: NPWS



Source: Countryside Bird Survey: Status and trends of Common and Widespread Breeding Birds 1998-2016 

Population declines evident from regular monitoring: Common & Widespread Breeding Birds



Source: Irish Butterfly Monitoring Scheme 2021

Population declines evident from regular monitoring: Common & Widespread Butterflies



“There is no doubt 
that having 54 
(25.6%) of Ireland’s 
regularly occurring 
bird species now on 
the Red List is 
alarming, with 
some species 
having shown 
dramatic declines 
and losses on this 
island.”

Birds of Conservation 
Concern in Ireland 4: 2020-
2026. Irish Birds 43:1-22 
(2021)



Examples of species we are at risk of losing
Freshwater Pearl MusselEuropean Eel Curlew

Great Yellow Bumblebee Atlantic Salmon Twite



Composition of Ireland’s biodiversity 

Poor understanding of changes in ecosystem services



The populations & range of some species are increasing, often as result of climate 
change or as an invasive species 

2010 2021

2010 2021 20212010

Great Spotted Woodpecker

Greater White-toothed Shrew

Emperor Dragonfly
2010 2021
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Blackcap

Peacock



Bust and Boom – Herring Gull 90% declines in 30 years in Ireland!

Slide courtesy of Ricky Whelan, Birdwatch Ireland

Declining population but change in behaviour



Shifting
Baselines…

“The knock on effects of 
shifting baselines are 
low ambition in 
conservation goals –
often the goal is to 
maintain ‘as is’ rather 
than to restore what 
was there 50, 100 or 
200 years ago.” 

Dave Wall, Citizen Science 
Officer, National Biodiversity 
Data Centre



Thank you
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