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State of our waters & what’s causing the problem 





What needs to happen? 
1. Develop a national river, lake and wetland 

restoration programme
2. Prohibit wetland drainage and reform the Arterial 

Drainage Act 1945 
3. All forestry operations must include a WFD-specific 

assessment before being permitted
4. Agriculture: Risk assessments for all intensive 

farms should be introduced through a 
permitting/licensing system 

5. Measures to halt sewage discharges to 208 
polluted waterbodies.  

6. The public must be involved across the 46 
catchments and catchment groups resourced to 
ensure effective engagement   
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