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Seafood Sector: Socio-economic sustainability

Source: BIM The Business of Seafood, 2021 report



Seafood Sector: Biological Sustainability

• Healthy ocean ecosystems = sustainable fisheries

• Preserving and restoring biodiversity is essential 

• Fisheries provide essential and sustainable food source

• Low carbon footprint and high nutritional value

• Balance of Socio-economic and Biological sustainability

• Align with FAO SDG 14 – Life Below Water



Issues: Shared Fishing Resource

• BREXIT
• UK EEZ = c.33% of NEA waters
• Huge reduction in IE quota

• Mackerel 26% reduction
• Dublin Bay Prawns 14% reduction

• Common Fisheries Policy report

• Coastal States
• Unilateral Quotas
• Overfishing Norway, Faroes, Iceland

• Sustainable management
• International issue not just Irish

• Scientific advice
• Follow it
• Support and help develop it

UK EEZ RED
EU EEZ Blue
Other EEZ Green



Fishing Grounds

Issues cont’d: Spatial Squeeze
• Multi-sector use

• Fishing Industry
• Offshore Renewable Energy
• Leisure and shipping
• Marine Protected Areas

• Need to accommodate everyone
• Mutually beneficial
• Robust science, consultation, compromise 

International fishing effort in the Irish EEZ 
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Thank you
kfo@kfo.ie

www.kfo.ie

@KFO_EU

killybegs-fishermens-organisation-ltd
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