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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sheet 1: Utrecht a green healthy city in 2040; how are we going to achieve that?My name is Jeroen Schenkels, I’m sr. policy advisor in the spatial development department of the city of Utrecht, responsible for the planning of green infrastructure in the city.Thank you first of all for the invitation to present at this assembly, I’m very honoured to share our insights on green and biodiversity policy of Utrecht with you today.This picture you see gives the ambition of Utrecht to be a green and healthy cityIn 2040 we want to be a green and healthy city. In this presentation I will explain you on the hand of examples how we get there. With the focus on biodiversity. 



Introduction to the city of Utrecht

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sheet 2: Introduction Utrecht and contextUtrecht is situated right in the heart of The Netherlands, a compact with a historic medieval city centre.Utrecht counts more than 360.000 inhabitants. ‘It’s a popular and growing city. The expectation that 100 000 people more will live in Utrecht by 2040.



Healthy urban living for all

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sheet 3: Three important tasks in Utrecht and increasing biodiversity plays an important role in thisThis creates challenges. How are we gonna make sure that the city stays green and healthy when more and more people will live in it.  For us, one of the most important means to do this is developing with nature.



Utrecht barcode

Add 40.000 residents => Add 440 hectare of green

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sheet 4: Utrecht barcodeFor every 40.000 residents, we want to add 440 hectare of green. When the amount of inhabitants grow, the green grows with it. 



Biodiversity

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Our vision is: "Natural living in a green Utrecht". Utrecht is the city of healthy urban life for everyone. This implies an environment with lots of high-quality greenspace, nearby citizens and a high biodiversity. We choose as much as possible for solutions that match the natural system. In the next sheets I want to give examples how we work on this.



Biodiversity – BIG 30
• Indicator for 30 typical

species for the city of 
Utrecht

• Trends in population

• Realised actions by the
city

Source: Duurzaamheidsverslag | Gemeente Utrecht

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sheet 6: We look at a number of local key species (30), likes sparrows, bats and squirls, as indicators for biodiversity. And we report on this yearly. We monitor the trends in the populations and act on what’s needed to keep the population in balance.

https://www.utrecht.nl/bestuur-en-organisatie/publicaties/onderzoek-en-cijfers/onderzoek-over-utrecht/duurzaamheidsverslag/


Biodiversity – Building with nature
• Adding nest boxes, bat boxes and

green to buildings

• Obligatory for all new housing
developments

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sheet 7: Examples of nature inclusive building. For example we put obligatory measures for new housing development plans. In these plans, developers have to take nature into account by adding nest boxes, bat boxes or adding green facades.



Biodiversity – Quantifying species needs
Example of the habitat conditions of the
house sparrow:

• Minimum of 30 nesting boxes per 
hectare

• Minimum of 100 m2 vertical green per 
hectare

• Minimum of 500m2 per hectare with
feedingspots within 50 meters of the
nesting site

• 5m2 per hectare with dry sandy spots 
within 50 meters of the nesting site

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/gideonvreeman_utrechtse-bouwstenen-voor-nib-activity-6974010817503494144-CaEi/
Smooth Newt, hedgehog, wild bee, bitterling
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Presentation Notes
Sheet 8: We also quantify the species needs (habitat conditions) and advise urban planners about these needs. They are obligated to take these into account with urban developments. 

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/gideonvreeman_utrechtse-bouwstenen-voor-nib-activity-6974010817503494144-CaEi/


Biodiversity – Multifunctional green

Green roof bus shelters
https://www.utrecht.nl/city-of-utrecht/green-roofed-bus-shelters-in-utrecht
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Sheet 9: Most of the bus shelters in Utrecht are with a green roof. This inspired many other cities in Europe to do the same. It has estatic value, but it also is important for water retention and the attraction of wild bees and other insects.



Biodiversity – Inner city green

Now building: Wonderwoods
https://wonderwoods.com

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sheet 10: Wonderwoods  and Rabo bridgeWonderwoods is an appartment in the center of Utrecht, built on the conditions of health. He planted 360 trees. We hope this will be an example for the next generation of high buildings.in the station area is a challenging project (next step greenstructure planning in and on a building):- Wonderwoods is a building with 360 trees. The challenge is to make rainwater available from the surrounding environment / buildings- maintenance of the green by 'flying gardeners' or abseiling alpinists with green fingers. A profession that does not exist yet.- ignorance of permit issuer, supervisory authorities and emergency services (fire brigade) how to deal with such a building with a lot of greenery.- developers and especially investors still have to make mindshift to HUL

https://wonderwoods.com/


Biodiversity – Raising awareness

Connecting canals with a fish doorbell
https://visdeurbel.nl/about-the-fishdoorbell/

Social media 
https://www.instagram.com/stadsecoloog.utrecht/
https://twitter.com/Stadsecoloog030
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Sheet 11: Our fish doorbell is a yearly hipe on the internet; people from all over the world follow the fish migration through the Utrecht canalsDuring the migration of fish in the canals of Utrecht, fish were stuck in front of a lock. They couldn’t move to the other side. Which disturbed the fish's ecosystem. That’s why we founded the fish doorbell. When fish are in front of the lock, people can see them waiting on the camera underwater. The locksman can then open the door. 

https://www.instagram.com/stadsecoloog.utrecht/
https://twitter.com/Stadsecoloog030


Thank you for your time!

Questions? j.schenkels@utrecht.nl

For more examples: www.buurtnatuur030.nl

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sheet 12: Questions?
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