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An international perspective
to drug use

Giovanna Campello, Chief

The right to health at the centre of the 
drug control system since the beginning
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The right to health 
of people who need 
access to controlled 

medicines 
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A balance is possible

 Ensuring access while 
preventing diversion and non-
medical use

 INCB, UNODC, WHO

 Safe and effective 
prescription practices 
supported by:
 Legislation and policy
 Supply chain management
 Capacity of doctors, nurses, 

pharmacists
 Acceptance of patients, families 

and the general public

The right to health of 
people vulnerable to 

starting to using drugs
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A wide range of vulnerability factors 
outside of the control of the individual

The key role of adverse childhood 
experiences and inequalities
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More people with drug use disorders 
among poorer parts of the population

Support the healthy and safe development of 
children and youth through evidence-based 
prevention
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Practice based on scientific evidence

Interventions that are 
effective AND safe 

according to scientific 
evidence

Do no harm

What about inequality?

Family UNitedFamily UNited Strong FamiliesStrong Families Lions QuestLions Quest

UNPLUGGEDUNPLUGGED Youth InitiativeYouth Initiative

Evidence-based 
prevention, including 
UNODC tools have been 
found to be effective in:
Poor communities
Violent communities
Both boys and girls
Refugees, displaced and 

otherwise traumatized 
populations
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The right to health of 
people who use drugs 
and people with drug 

use disorders

Globally 
limited access 

to any drug 
dependence 

treatment and 
care service 

(1:8)
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Particularly 
serious 

situation for 
women and 
adolescents

As well as for 
people in 

contact with 
the criminal 

justice system 
and in prison 

settings

18

19



17/04/2023

9

Poor quality and human rights violations
in the name of drug treatment & care

Access to quality treatment and care 
services – We know what to do

Voluntary

Based on scientific-
evidence (effective and 
safe)

Tailored to the needs of 
populations in especially 
vulnerable circumstances
 Youth – Women – People in 

contact with the criminal 
justice system – People in 
prison
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And many evidence-based tools are 
available

Evidence-based treatment decreases
DRUG USE, thus shrinking the illicit market
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Evidence-based treatment decreases 
OVERDOSES

Evidence-based treatment decreases 
CRIME
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Evidence-based treatment decreases
INCARCERATION, PRISON OVERCROWDING AND 
ASSOCIATED PROBLEMS

Evidence-based treatment COSTS LESS than 
probation, incarceration and doing nothing
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Expand alternatives to conviction or punishment for 
appropriate cases of a minor nature

At any stage of contact with the criminal 
justice system
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Expand services in prison and LINK 
them to those in the community

Let us continue to advocate for putting the 
health and wellbeing of people at the centre
of the system to address drugs
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THANK YOU!

Prevention, Treatment and Rehabilitation Section
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